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Sayar, Antike Straßenverbindungen Kilikiens in der römischen Kaiserzeit. 
 

Harri Kiiskinen 
 
 
Antike Bibliotheken. Herausgegeben von WOLFRAM HOEPFNER. Zaberns Bildbände zur 
Archäologie. Verlag Philipp von Zabern, Mainz am Rhein 2002. ISBN 3-8053-2846-X. 137 
S. EUR 34,80. 
 
In diesem Sammelband werden antike Bibliotheken vor allem auf ihre kulturhistorische 
Beschaffenheit hin beleuchtet; über ihren Inhalt, also über Bücher, wird weniger geredet. 
Unter die Lupe genommen werden insbesondere die besser erhaltenen Bibliotheken der 
Kaiserzeit, an denen sich allgemeine Prinzipien des Bibliotheksbaus in der Antike ablesen 
lassen. Aus dem reichen Inhalt einzelne Beispiele auszusuchen ist schwer. Persönlich habe 
ich mit großem Interesse die Beiträge zur Bibliotheca Ulpia im Trajansforum in Rom von R. 
Meneghini und den zu den drei Bibliotheken des Augustus auf dem Palatin (zwei im 
Apollotempel, die bibliotheca Graeca und die bibliotheca Latina, sowie die Büchersammlung 
im privaten Raum des Kaisers) von Lilian Balensiefen gelesen. Hier sei auch nachdrücklich 
betont, dass wir aus Inschriften zahlreiche Angestellte dieser Bibliotheken kennen. Der an 
sich interessante Beitrag von Peter Knüvener zu den bekannten Privatbibliotheken in Pompeji 
und Herculaneum bleibt etwas an der Oberfläche; und dass die Villa dei Papiri den Pisonen 
gehört hätte, ist ausgeschlossen. Alles in allem aber ein gelungener Band.  

Heikki Solin 
 
 
ENGELBERT WINTER – BEATE DIGNAS: Rom und das Perserreich. Zwei Weltmächte zwischen 
Konfrontation und Koexistenz. Studienbücher: Geschichte und Kultur der Alten Welt. 
Akademie Verlag, Berlin 2001. ISBN 3-05-003451-3. 334 S. EUR 34,80 
 
Ein empfehlenswertes Buch, das sich mit dem Sassanidischen Reich und dessen Verhältnis 
mit Rom und Byzanz befasst. Zwanzig größere und kleinere Konflikte zwischen den zwei 
Weltmächten entbrannten zwischen 53 v.Chr., dem Jahr der Schlacht von Carrhae, und 636 
n.Chr., dem Jahr der Niederlage der Sassaniden gegen die Araber. Doch das Verhältnis 
zwischen den zwei Polen beinhaltet auch vieles andere als nur kriegerische Konfrontationen. 
Wie die übrigen Bände derselben Reihe besteht auch dieser aus zwei Teilen: Der erste Teil 
enthält einen 50 Seiten langen Überblick über die Geschichte der Beziehungen des 
Sassanidischen Reiches mit Rom. Der zweite Teil enthält auf 200 Seiten eine 
Quellensammlung, in der in verschiedenen thematischen Abschnitten Auszüge aus 
griechischen, lateinischen, mittelpersischen, parthischen, syrischen und arabischen Texten in 
Übersetzung mit Anmerkungen geboten werden. Die meisten Texte sind literarisch, doch 
fehlen Inschriften durchaus nicht; mitgenommen wurden etwa zentrale Passagen aus dem 
dreisprachigen Rechenschaftsbericht #$p%rs I. Ein auch für Studenten geeigneter Band, der 
außerdem im Hinblick auf die Wichtigkeit des Dialogs zwischen West und Ost an Aktualität 
gewinnt.  

Heikki Solin 
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M.J.T. LEWIS: Surveying Instruments of Greece and Rome. Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge 2001. ISBN 0-521-79297-5. XX, 389 pp. GBP 55.  
 
This account of Greek and Roman surveying instruments fits in well with recent interest in 
ancient technology. An excellent book, it will be useful not only to classical scholars, but 
also to anyone with a general interest in the ancient world and the history of technology. It 
brings together the practical application of the instruments, and the relevant ancient texts in 
translation; they include Greek and Latin passages, extracts from the Talmud and a chapter 
from Al-Karaji's Search for Hidden Waters (written in 1019), and some inscriptions. Well-
chosen diagrams and photographs assist Lewis's interpretations. – One observation on the 
translation of inscription no. 103: Lewis translates the term senatus as 'senate'. As this is a 
question not of the Roman senate, but the local ordo, here called, as sometimes happens in 
the Republican period, senatus, it would have been safer rendered 'by decree of the city 
council' with an eye to a general reader. 

Heikki Solin 
 
 
E.C. PORTALE – S. ANGIOLILLO – C. VISMARA: Le grandi isole del Mediterraneo occidentale. 
Sicilia Sardinia Corsica. Archeologia delle province romane 1. "L'Erma" di Bretschneider, 
Roma 2005. ISBN 88-8265-341-2. 344 pp., 108 ill. b/n. EUR 95. 
 
Ecco un promettente inizio di una collana destinata a offrire una succinta descrizione della 
storia e archeologia delle province romane in sette volumi. Le tre isole che sono oggetto di 
questo primo volume furono le prime province romane. Hanno molti tratti comuni, 
soprattutto una posizione felice sulle rotte marittime, tale da creare i presupposti per lo 
sviluppo di una rete di contatti, influssi e scambi commerciali ad ampio raggio. Ma ci sono 
pure differenze. La Sicilia rimase più "greca"; Sardegna e Corsica hanno costituito per un 
periodo a cominciare dal 227 (quello sembra l'anno della costituzione della provincia 
Sardinia et Corsica), una realtà amministrativa unitaria, finché nel corso del I secolo d.C. le 
due isole vengono separate. Ma sulla vita della Corsica in età repubblicana e imperiale non 
sappiamo molto, diversamente dal caso della Sardegna e soprattutto della Sicilia con il suo 
glorioso passato greco. Auguriamo alla nuova collana una veloce e proficua continuazione.  
 

Heikki Solin 
 
 
HUGH BOWDEN: Classical Athens and the Delphic Oracle. Divination and Democracy. 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 2005. ISBN 0-521-53081-4 (pb). XVIII, 188 pp. 
GBP 15.99 (pb). 
 
Tanto è stato scritto sull'oracolo di Delfi e tante sono le conclusioni, spesso anche 
contrastanti fra di loro, sul funzionamento e significato del santuario pitico; e come spesso 
capita, le vecchie opinioni, talvolta erronee, tendono a canonizzarsi per poi ripetersi nel corso 
del tempo. Sotto questo profilo, lo studio di Bowden, già noto per i suoi interessi mantici (cfr. 
il bel lavoro 'Oracles for Sale' in P. DEROW – R. PARKER (eds.), Herodotus and His World 
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[2003] 256 ff.), costituisce una benvenuta riconsiderazione di tutto il materiale relativo alle 
consultazioni delfiche da parte di Atene, che si conoscano dell'età anteriore al 300 a.C. Ben 
leggibile, fresco e innovativo, il libro offre un interessante sguardo sull'oracolo delfico e la 
sua continua importanza non solo per l'Atene democratica ma anche per la sopravvivenza 
della stessa democrazia ad Atene. Di grande interesse anche le osservazioni di Bowden 
sull'interazione, inevitabile e necessaria, tra democrazia e religione, un aspetto questo troppo 
spesso sottovalutato nel passato. Ottima lettura per chiunque voglia approfondire e meglio 
capire i meccanismi costituenti della società ateniese.  

Mika Kajava 
 
 
Music and the Muses: The Culture of 'Mousik–e' in the Classical Athenian City. Edited by 

PENELOPE MURRAY – PETER WILSON. Oxford University Press, Oxford 2004. ISBN 0-19-
924239-9. XIV, 438 pp. GBP 68. Contributors: Andrew Barker, Claude Calame, Paola 
Ceccarelli, Eric Csapo, Andrew Ford, Alex Hardie, Barbara Kowalzig, Penelope Murray, Ian 
Rutherford, Eva Stehle, Robert Wallace, Peter Wilson, Victoria Wohl. 
 
These distinguished scholars envisage the Muses as rocking the cradle of Greek civilisation. 
In four different categories (religion, drama, politics and education) and in thirteen chapters 
they illustrate how Greek culture is saturated by mousike and the influence of the Muses. If 
there is a criticism to be made of this exciting and important book, it could be that the authors 
become paranoic with mousike, as if there could not exist any particle or fragment of Greek 
literature, culture, politics or history without the Muses breathing down everybody's necks. 
The book grew out of a colloquim held at the University of Warwick in 1999 to which a 
group of scholars were invited who were identified as working in innovative ways on the 
subject of mousike. The final product has been unusually well edited by Penelope Murray 
and Peter Wilson, so that cross-references crop up throughout. In their joint introduction, 
entitled "Mousik–e not music" the editors pave the way for interconnections between the 
chapters, and in her magisterial final chapter, "The Muses and their Arts", Murray draws 
together the different strands and themes of the book. 

The book has been thoroughly analysed and reviewed by Massimo Raffa at 
www.ircps.org/publications/aestimatio/pdf/2005-10-01_Raffa.pdf and in a similar way by 
Matthew Wright at ccat.sas.upenn.edu/bmcr/2004/2004-07-16.html The book can now be 
purchased for under fifty pounds via amazon.co.uk. 

The fundamental premise of this book is that ancient Greek music or mousike cannot 
be studied in isolation or purely focusing on the kithara. In Simon Goldhill's words, rock and 
roll cannot be analysed purely from the role of the bass-guitar. In the same way, mousike 
must be seen to be a far broader term than music, interlacing ancient Greek epic, drama, 
comedy, philosophy and even mathematics. 

Stephen Evans 
 
 
HELMUT HALFMANN: Städtebau und Bauherren im römischen Kleinasien. Ein Vergleich 
zwischen Pergamon und Ephesos. Istanbuler Mitteilungen, Beiheft 43. Ernst Wasmuth 
Verlag, Tübingen 2001. ISBN 3-8030-1742-4. IX, 116 S. EUR 14.50.  
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Es handelt sich um eine sehr lesenswerte Studie, die kürzlich auch in französischer 
Übersetzung erschienen ist: Ephèse et Pergame. Urbanisme et commanditaires en Asie 
mineure romaine, Bordeaux – Paris 2004. Halfmann untersucht aus der Sichtweise des 
Althistorikers die städtebauliche Entwicklung zweier kleinasiatischer griechischer Städte, 
Pergamon und Ephesos. Eine gelungene Arbeit, die uns die politischen und sozialhistorischen 
Bedingungen vermittelt, die dem Bauwesen der beiden Metropolen in römischer Zeit zu 
Grunde lagen. Besonders hervorgehoben seien manche treffende prosopographische 
Beobachtungen zu römischen Senatoren und zur Provinzverwaltung von Asia.  

Heikki Solin 
 
 
Politica e partecipazione nelle città dell'impero romano. A cura di F. AMARELLI. Saggi di 
Storia Antica, 25. "L'Erma" di Bretschneider, Roma 2005. ISBN 88-8265-269-6. X, 204 pp. 
EUR 100. 
 
This volume consists of four interesting papers. The exact nature of this collection is not 
made clear, but it does not seem to be based on, e.g., a colloquium. There is a preface by A. 
Giardina and A. Schiavone, but in which capacity these two scholars are writing remains 
unclear (Giardina is, however, along with A. Fraschetti, the editor of the series of which this 
is vol. 25), and the formulations possibly intended to illustrate the genesis of this collection 
seem a bit vague; what seems to be the bottom line here is that Giardina and Schiavone (the 
plural used in the preface – e.g., in "il tema che abbiamo scelto", p. VII, must refer to them) 
have asked the contributors to supply papers for this volume, and that the authors have 
accepted "con entusiasmo". The preface is more specific on the aims of this volume; the work 
presented here "si inscrive in quell'ambito sempre più promettente degli studi romanistici che 
si forza da tempo di integrare al proprio interno, in un unico quadro, storia sociale, storia 
politica e storia del diritto e delle istituzioni". Two of the authors (on whom there might have 
been brief introductions), Amarelli (also the editor) and Marotta, are legal scholars, the other 
two, Porena and La Rocca, being (apparently) historians.  
 The collection starts with a shortish paper by F. Amarelli on "Il conventus come 
forma di partecipazione alle attività giudiziarie nelle città del mondo provinciale romano" (p. 
1-12). The paper contains much of interest (though possibly more from the point of view of 
the jurist); its main aim seems to be to stress the "principio di pubblicità dei giudizi [in the 
conventus] a garanzia della trasparenza delle operazioni giudiziarie" (p. 11, cf. p. 12).  
 The long paper by F. Porena, "Forme di partecipazione politica cittadina e contatti 
con il potere imperiale" (p. 13-92) may well turn out to be the most oftenquoted paper in this 
volume. It is well-informed (e.g., some pretty obscure authors are cited) and covers 
remarkably both the West and the East with the inclusion of late antiquity. Its aim is to 
"cercare di esaminare le molteplici manifestazioni della partecipazione in spazi urbani" (p. 
16) and it is a study of all the possible events in the cities of the Roman Empire in which the 
majority (or at least many) of the citizens participated in one way or another. Much has, of 
course, been written about all the various aspects of the subject, but it is good to have a 
comprehensive study of the theme. What we find here is, then, a study of the adventus (with 
the accompanying celebrations, speeches, etc.) of the emperor (here we find information, 
e.g., on how exactly an emperor entered a city, p. 23 n. 7) and (p. 28ff.) of that of the 




